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Poster Summary Guidelines
In preparation for your Peer Poster Presentations, you are responsible for designing a 2-minute oral presentation to highlight the most important and interesting aspects of your research project. During conferences and poster sessions, having the following information memorized will allow you to present your topic quickly. After this, people who have additional questions can engage you in a more in-depth conversation about your work.

DIRECTIONS
Please come up with five sentences that address the five topics below. Do not write more than one sentence for each topic. You will be given two minutes to give your presentation on the following material, and you will receive feedback from 4-5 of your peers during this time.
During the Poster Session at the end of the term, it would be useful to have the following information memorized, in order to be more effective as a presenter. However, during the Poster Session, you may discuss your poster in any format you choose. This exercise is designed to help you focus your energy on narrowing the large amount of information on your poster into the most useful concepts for the audience.
Reading information off your poster is highly discouraged, and is not engaging for your audience at a conference or poster session. It is more valuable to connect and network with people than to attempt to recreate the information in your research paper.


STRUCTURE OF ORAL PRESENTATION
1. Describe the research project/significance.
2. Describe what work you physically completed this term (your individual role in the group), or over the last few terms.
3. Describe something interesting you learned, and/or something interesting about the research. Note that this is not necessarily included in your paper, but helps you “tell your story” about your research experience.
4. Describe the most important data/results/conclusion from your work. You can always go into deeper detail about the rest of your results if a person looking at your poster wants to know more.
5. Describe future research or applications in this area of study, or projects in the planning stages.

EXAMPLE
This is an example of an oral presentation based on the guidelines above. You are encouraged to explain your research in the way that makes most sense to you, considering that your audience will be listening to you. Practice reading your sentences out loud, and tailor your oral presentation to maximize your audience’s understanding.

1. The goal of this project was to characterize the bacteria present in fresh fecal samples from a variety of animal species living along the coast of California, in order to develop an accurate fecal source tracking method for recreational waters.
2. During my internship, I was responsible for identifying populations of animals that have a potential impact on the water quality of the California beaches, collecting fresh fecal samples from these species, (elk, horses, cows, gulls, geese, sea lions, seals), and to extract the DNA from these samples in the lab.
3. I learned how to track elk in the field, and also learned how to purify samples of DNA in preparation for running these on a DNA microarray, called the PhyloChip.
4. We were successfully able to identify bacteria that are unique to each species studied; analysis of bacterial taxa shows clustering by species.
5. Future work will involve developing an accurate water quality test, possibly enabling cities to understand the connection between fecal contamination in recreational waters, and human illness from contact with these waters.
