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October 15, 2008
Announcing the ...

2009 Bay Area Regional Science Bowls

You are invited to compete in one of three high school Regional Science Bowl competitions
scheduled for the Bay Area. The Science Bowl is a question-and-answer competition with
buzzers, judges, and timekeepers for high school teams of 5 students and 1 faculty coach. A
format of round robin and modified double elimination will be used in the regional competitions.

Each winner of a regional competition qualifies to compete in the 19" annual U.S. Department

of Energy’s National Science Bow!® on April 30 - May 5, 2009 in Washington, DC. The
Department of Energy covers all expenses for travel as well as accommodations and organized
activities at the national competition. Only those students who competed on the winning
regional team are eligible to compete in the National Science Bowl.

The Science Bowl Rules, information, sample questions, forms for coaches and students, etc.,
are available online at http://www.scied.science.doe.gov/nsb/default.htm.

The host, date and location for each of the three Bay Area competitions are:

HOST: DATE: LOCATION:

Sandia National Labs & Saturday, Las Positas College campus,
Las Positas College January 31, 2009 3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore
Lawrence Berkeley Saturday, Lawrence Berkeley National Lab,

National Laboratory (LBNL) February 7, 2009 1 Cyclotron Road, Berkeley
Stanford Linear Saturday, Stanford Linear Accelerator Center,
Accelerator Center (SLAC) February 28, 2009 2575 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park

Each regional has its own maximum participation of teams (24 for Sandia and SLAC, and 20 for
LBNL). Schools can register multiple teams (3 for Sandia and SLAC, and 2 for LBNL), with all
teams competing in the same regional. All first teams will be accepted on a first-come, first-
served basis, followed by second and third (if applicable) teams if space is available. First-
come, first-served will also apply for second teams, followed by third teams. Coaches will be
notified of the acceptance of the schools’ first team within a few days of registration, and at the
registration deadline (10 days before the competition) as to the status of their second (and
third) teams.

If you are entering two (or three) teams, please submit a registration form for each team. The
coach can be the same or different teacher for each team. Students competing on each team
cannot switch teams during the competition. Again, as stated earlier, only those students who
competed on the winning regional team are eligible to compete in the National Science Bowl.
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Coaches can register their teams online by:
Going online to http://www.scied.science.doe.gov/nsb/default.htm
Click on “Coaches”
Click on “Regional Events”
Click on the state of California on the map of the United States
Locate the regional (Sandia National Laboratories on January 31, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory on
February 7, or Stanford Linear Accelerator Center on February 28) you would like to enter
Be sure to correctly select the desired date & site as it will not be possible to switch to another regional.
Click on the “Regional Registration Form”
Select an ID and Password (last year's coaches’ ID’s and passwords should still be active)
» Fill out and submit the form
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Coaches will be contacted via e-mail with details regarding the competition format, schedule,
and any additional security information (unique to each site) for coaches, students, and
individuals accompanying the team to the competition. While each site’s schedule will differ in
details, the general schedule for each competition will be:

8:00 AM  Registration and Breakfast
8:45 AM  Announcements
9:00-12:00  Round Robin Competitions
12:00-1:00  Lunch
1:00-3:00  Elimination Rounds
3:00 PM  Award Ceremony

At each Regional Science Bowl, all team members & coach will receive a continental breakfast,
lunch, T-shirt, and various gifts. However, T-shirts and gifts may not be available for teams
registering after December 15. First, second and third place team trophies will also be awarded.

We ask all schools to take seriously their commitment to this activity. Unexpected no-shows
have caused problems in the past. If unable to participate in the competition, please be
considerate of the other schools — especially for second and third teams that were not accepted
due to more than 24 teams applying — and notify us as soon as possible.

We invite you to participate in a Regional Science Bowl by registering online as soon as
possible. If you have any questions, or there are problems with the online registration, please
contact the following point of contact for each of the regional Science Bowl organizations:

Annette Hoff Joe Crippen Melinda Lee

Sandia National Labs Lawrence Berkeley Lab  Stanford Linear Accelerator Center
(925) 294-2807 (510) 486-5816 (650) 926-8547

aesulli@sandia.gov jrcrippen@lbl.gov mtlee@slac.stanford.edu

We hope to see many of you at these Regional Science Bowl competitions.

GPAN

Ray Ng

Sandia National Laboratories
(925) 294-2124
RNg@sandia.gov
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